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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REP 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1939 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  20th  Annual  Report  on  the 
Public  Health  and  Sanitary  Administration  of  your  district. 

I  regret  that  owing  to  the  war  I  cannot  complete  20  annual  reports 
in  the  manner  I  would  wish.  This  report  is  brief  and  is  according 
to  instructions  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  their  circular 
2067  dated  July  19th  1940. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


18  Victoria  Road,  Salisbury. 


A.  H.  WILSON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population — Census  1931  :  10,721 

Population — Estimated  Mid.  1939 — 9,448  (for  birth-rate),  9,708 
(for  death  rate). 

Area,  94,511  Acres 
Rateable  Value  :  £38,623 
Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  :  £157  0  0 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  as  shown  by  Rate  Books  end  of  1939  : 
3,352. 

Total. 

121  (6  Illegitimate) 

12  (0  Illegitimate) 

England  and  Wales 
Live  15.0 

Still  0.59 


Births,  1939.  Male. 
Live  64 

Still  7 

Birth  Rate,  1939. 
Live  12.8 

Still  1.2 


Female. 

57 

5 


Birth  Rate 
England  and  Wales 
Deaths  :  Males,  72. 


Death  Rate 
England  and  Wales 


Average  last  5  years  13.5 
„  5  „  14.9 

Females  74.  Total,  146. 

1939 

12.1  Average  last  5  years  10.6 

12.1  „  „  5  „  11.9 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
Females  3.  Total,  6. 

1939 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  Live  Births)  49.9 
England  and  Wales  50.0 

Infantile  Mortality  Average  last  5  years  40.6 

England  and  Wales  ,,  ,,  5  ,,  55.4 

The  AREAL  COMPARABILITY  FACTOR  .81. 


Males  3 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Disease. 

notified 

to  Hospital. 

deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

16  (1  Mil). 

15 

0 

Diphtheria 

1  (1  Evacuee) 

1 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

5 

1 

0 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

0 

Measles  ... 

5 

0 

0 

Poliomyelitis  . . . 

1 

1 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Feuer  3  (1  Mil). 

3  (1  Mil). 

0 

Scarlet  Fever.  Sixteen  cases  were  notified  and  of  these  ten  came 
from  the  Avebury  district  where  there  was  a  slight  epidemic  in  the 
autumn,  which  started  among  some  evacuees,  this  epidemic  went  on 
well  into  1940  with  considerable  intervals  between  cases.  The  other 
cases  call  for  no  comment. 


Diphtheria.  Only  one  case  was  notified. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  Only  one  case  was  notified  and  the  patient 
recovered. 

Pneumonia.  Five  cases  were  notified  and  none  of  these  died,  one 
death  had  not  previously  been  notified,  one  was  certified  by  the 
Coroner  and  three  were  broncho-pneumonia. 

Erysipelas.  Only  one  case  was  notified. 

Polio-myelitis.  One  case  was  notified  but  this  was  not  the  case 
returned  among  the  deaths  ;  that  case  was  notified  in  1938  and  died 
under  an  anaesthetic  (N20  and  O).  See  my  annual  report,  1938. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.  Three  cases  were  notified  and  one  of  these 
was  among  the  military,  the  first  case  was  on  March  16th,  was 
diagnosed  in  Hospital  but  came  from  another  district  ;  the  second 
case  was  on  December  20th,  when  the  disease  was  becoming 
prevalent. 

Measles.  Five  cases  were  notified  after  this  disease  became  notifi¬ 
able  at  the  end  of  October. 

Tuberculosis.  Eight  deaths  from  this  disease  were  recorded 
during  the  year  and  ten  fresh  cases  notified.  Only  one  of  the  notified 
cases  died. 


The  Notifications  were  : 


Male  Pulm. 
Female  ,, 

Male  Non-Pulm. 
Female  ,, 

Deaths  were 

Male  Pulm. 
Female  ,, 


1  between  15-20 

2  „  15-20 

1  „  5-10 

1  1-5 

1  between  25-35 
1  „  15-20 

3  „  45-55 


1  between 

45-55 

2 

45-55 

1 

15-20 

1 

5-10 

1 

35-45 

1 

35-45 

1  over 

65 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  only  change  in  the  water  supply  of  the  District  is  the  new 
Public  Water  Scheme  for  Aldbourne,  Ramsbury  and  Chilton  Foliat, 
which  came  into  service  towards  the  close  of  the  year.  By  the  31st 


December,  102  houses  and  other  premises  were  connected  to  and 
using  water  from  the  mains.  Connections  were  made  for  59  more 
premises  but  the  private  services  into  the  houses  had  not  been 
completed  by  the  various  owners.  Connections  are  being  made 
with  all  speed  and  by  mid-summer  of  1940  it  is  anticipated  that 
65  to  70  per  cent  of  the  properties  adjoining  the  mains  will  be  taking 
water  from  the  Scheme. 

The  Great  Bedwyn  and  Chisbury  and  the  Baydon  Supplies  remain 
satisfactory. 

Both  waters  have  been  Bacteriologically  examined  -regularly  and 
are  shown  to  be  pure  waters. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  position  at  Ogborne  St.  George 
and  Ogbourne  St.  Andrew.  A  Scheme  for  a  Public  Water  Supply 
for  these  two  Villages  was  prepared  and  reached  the  stage  of 
advertising  for  tenders  when  war  was  declared.  The  Council 
decided  to  postpone  the  work  until  after  the  war.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  year  Army  Authorities  commenced  building  a  large 
semi-permanent  camp  to  the  west  of  Ogbourne  St.  George  and  are 
preparing  a  Scheme  to  supply  themselves  with  water  from  the 
Swindon  Pumping  Mains  to  a  storage  reservoir  placed  on  the  high 
ground  to  the  west  of  Ogbourne  St.  George  Village.  This  reservoir 
could  be  used  for  supplying  the  two  Ogbournes  with  water  at  a  later 
date  and  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Army  Authorities 
to  leave  a  branch  connection  from  their  service  main  for  this 
purpose. 

Rivers,  Streams  and  Ponds. 

In  June  a  long  standing  nuisance  from  a  foul  ditch  at 
Marten  was  remedied  by  joint  action  by  the  County  Council  and  the 
District  Council  in  cleaning  and  grading  the  ditch. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  scheme  in  this  district  remains  the  same  as  last  year,  no 
change  having  been  made. 

Special  Legislation. 

New  building  bye-laws  came  into  force  1st  December,  1939. 

New  waterworks  bye-laws  came  into  force  1st  December,  1939. 

HOUSING. 

763  Inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and  27  were  found 
to  be  unfit  for  habitation,  in  addition  136  were  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  fit  for  habitation. 

29  were  rendered  fit  after  informal  action. 

1  Demolition  order  was  made  while  6  were  demolished  as  a  result 
of  previous  orders. 

Overcrowding. 

Figures  for  overcrowding  are  useless  because,  although  there  was 
not  much  overcrowding  when  war  was  declared,  the  evacuation  of 
children  into  this  area  has  completely  altered  the  situation. 
Actually  the  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 
year  was  10  and  of  these  3  were  relieved. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
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3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Nuisances  ... 

448 

136 

37 

— 

17 

— 

47 

Slaughter¬ 
houses  . . . 

35 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Knackers’ 

Y  ards  . . . 
Places  where" 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

food  is  pre¬ 
pared 

Cowsheds  ..." 

Dairies  and 
Milkstores  ^ 
Tents,  Vans, 

»368 

31 

10 

9 

12 

Sheds,  etc. 

35 

7 

1. 

1 

2 

1 

— 

Bakehouses 

Butcher’s 

25 

3 

1 

- r- 

1 

— 

* - 

Shops 

20 

— 

- — 

-  ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

931 

171 

50 

1 

30 

1 

60 

Milk  and  Dairies,  etc. 

Number  of  Wholesale  Producers  registered  (1939)  ...  ...  129 

,,  Retail  Purveyors  registered  (1939)  ...  ...-  46 

,,  Certificates  issued  (Producers)  during  1939  ...  0 

,,  Certificates  issued  (Retailers)  during  1939  ...  0 

Approximate  number  of  Cows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,500 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Number  of  Registered  Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Licensed  Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  1 

Notices  received  of  Regular  Slaughter  ...  ...  ...  49 

Notices  received  of  Casual  Slaughter  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Number  of  Condemnations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 


TOTAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Causes  of  Death.  M.  F. 

All  Causes  ...  ...  72  74 

Typhoid  fever,  etc. 

Measles 
Scarlet  fever 
Whooping  cough 
Diphtheria 

Influenza  ...  ...  i 

Encephalitis  lethargica... 
Cerebro-spinal  fever 
Respiratory  tuberculosis  2  6 

Other  tuberculous 
Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  ' 

General  paralysis  of  the  2  1 


insane,  etc. 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  7  5 

Diabetes  ...  ...  2  1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  ...  5  7 

Heart  disease  ...  ...  13  14 

Aneurysm 

Other  circulatory  ...  5  10 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  3  10 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  2  3 

Other  respiratory  ...  3 

Peptic  Ulcer  ...  ...  1 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 
years) 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  1  1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 
Other  diseases  of  liver, 

Other  digestive  ...  ...  1 

Nephritis  ...  ...  4  2 

Puerperal  sepsis... 


Causes  of  Dehth.  M.  F. 


30  Other  puerperal 

31  Congenital  causes,  etc. 

3 

1 

32  Senility  ... 

2 

33  Suicide  ... 

34  Other  violence  ... 

2 

1 

35  Other  defined  causes 

4 

5 

36  Ill-defined  causes 

Special  Causes  (included  in 
No.  35) 

Small-pox 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

Polioencephalitis 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year- 

Total 

3 

3 

Legitimate 

3 

3 

Illegitimate 

Live  Births 

For  Birth-rate 

Total 

64 

57 

Legitimate 

63 

52 

Illegitimate 

1 

5 

For  Inf.  Mort.-rate 

Total 

64 

57 

Legitimate 

63 

52 

Illegitimate 

1  * 

5 

Stillbirths 

Total 

7 

5 

Legitimate 

7 

5 

Illegitimate 

Population 

For  Birth-rate  ...  ...  9,448 

For  Death-rate  ...  ...  9,708 
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